
 

LANGUAGE ACTIVIST GABOR LANDMAN 

CORNERS YOURI ALBRECHT AND BELLINGCAT 

 

 

Language activist Gabor Landman has won a victory in his battle 

against newspapers belonging to De Persgroep, including Algemeen 

Dagblad, which accused him of misconduct during a meeting at the De 

Balie debate centre on Ukraine. However, his complaint against De Balie 

director Youri Albrecht, who accused him of working for the Russian 

secret service, is not being investigated by the police. Albrecht and the 

investigative collective Bellingcat, on which Albrecht relied, have 

provided no evidence whatsoever for their allegation and refuse to 

comment. 

George Woodham 

  

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=2Qq54s9R_s0
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=dQgBjNjb_SI&t=3690s
https://language-rights.eu/balie.pdf


 

De Andere Krant reported on 5 February on a remarkable incident 

involving Gabor Landman, an interpreter/translator who, through his 

foundation European Language Rights, campaigns for the rights of 

linguistic minorities in the EU. He is critical of Ukraine because that 

country suppresses minority languages such as Russian, Romanian and 

Hungarian (in addition to Dutch, his mother tongue).  

Landman caused such a disturbance at a debate evening on 11 

December 2025 at De Balie concerning aid convoys for Ukraine that he 

was removed from the hall. Newspapers published by De Persgroep 

subsequently quoted various statements by Landman, who was 

reported to have said, among other things, that the regime in Ukraine 

consists of Nazis. They also quoted Youri Albrecht, director of De Balie, 

who, after Landman had been removed from the hall, claimed that he 

was being paid by the Russian secret service, the FSB. Albrecht said he 

had heard this from his “friends” at the journalism platform Bellingcat.  

Three of the four newspapers – AD, Tubantia and Stentor – quickly 

decided to amend their articles after Landman had threatened legal 

action. They had to acknowledge that they had quoted Landman 

completely incorrectly. Only De Gelderlander refused to issue a 

correction, even after Landman’s insistence. Landman then brought a 

case before the Press Council. On 11 April, the Council ruled that De 

Gelderlander must amend the article. This has since been done. 

 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=2Qq54s9R_s0
https://language-rights.eu/NL/
https://protect-ukraine.nl/
https://language-rights.eu/Landman_Gelderlander_Conclusie_13042026.pdf


 

Landman also filed a complaint with the Amsterdam police 

against Albrecht for libel and defamation. He was recently informed 

that the police had “closed the investigation”. “They don’t want to spend 

any time on it,” Landman told De Andere Krant. He is not letting the 

matter rest: should the Public Prosecution Service also decide not to act 

on the complaint, he will take the case to the Court of Appeal for a so-

called Article 12 procedure, to force the Public Prosecution Service to 

prosecute Albrecht after all. 

Despite numerous attempts to make contact, Landman has 

received no response whatsoever from Albrecht or De Balie, nor from 

Bellingcat. “If they had had any evidence, they would have shown it. But 

they simply aren’t responding at all. Scandalous behaviour for public 

institutions,” says Landman. “Especially for a group that calls itself 

citizen journalists, like Bellingcat.”  

 

DAK Publication 11 May 2026 Albrecht & Bellingcat in the Hot Seat  

Press release 05-05-2026 Disinformation & Lies by Stg. Bellingcat. 

Publication DAK 31-01-2026  I am not paid by the Russians. 

Press release 19-12-2025 Public Statement by Yoeri Albrecht at De Balie.  

Publications by the ELR Foundation. https://language-rights.eu/NL/      

Or https://protect-ukraine.nl/ ( International versions )  

https://language-rights.eu/09052026_DAK.pdf
https://bellingthecat.com/
https://language-rights.eu/DAK31012026.pdf
https://language-rights.eu/balie.pdf
https://language-rights.eu/NL/
https://protect-ukraine.nl/

