
 

DISCRIMINATION ON THE BASIS OF ETHNICITY IS PERHAPS 

MORE DEADLY THAN ON THE BASIS OF SKIN COLOR  

Discrimination is often about skin color. Undesirable distinctions based on ethnicity in 

Europe are initially less visible and therefore receive little attention. 

 

Discrimination based on ethnicity is less tangible than discrimination based on skin color. But 

the consequences can be disastrous, as in Srebrenica, during the war in the former Yugoslavia. a 

Bosnian woman and her granddaughter in the cemetery of Potocari, just outside Srebrenica. 

The Black Lives Matter movement from the United States has ensured that racism has 

received a lot of attention. However, the focus of this attention focuses on a specific type of racism, 

namely discrimination based on skin color, while the definition of racism is much broader. The 

International Convention on the Elimination of All Forms of Racial Discrimination defines racism as any 

form of discrimination, exclusion, restriction or preference based on race, color, origin or national or 

ethnic origin.  

It is therefore questionable whether the degree of attention paid to discrimination on skin 

color is proportionate to the qualitative and quantitative degree of discrimination in our European 

society. Discrimination based on ethnicity is less tangible than discrimination based on skin color. For 



 

example, an outsider cannot tell the difference between a Romanian and an ethnic Hungarian in 

Transylvania - a region in Romania - or between the different population groups of former Yugoslavia.  

Although geopolitical minorities are subject to exclusion precisely because of their ethnicity. 

Consider the first deaths in Europe as a result of ethnic violence in 1990 in Tirgu Mures (Hungarian: 

Marosvásárhely), until 1960 the capital of the autonomous Hungarian province in Romania. Consider 

also the consequences of the genocide in Srebrenica in 1995 and the horrors of the Yugoslav civil war. 

Hungarians I illustrate this with an example. In Romania, ethnic Hungarians are underrepresented in 

the police.  

Although ethnic Hungarians make up 6.5 percent of the Romanian population, they make up 

1 percent of the workforce, according to data from the Romanian police. Also in areas where ethnic 

Hungarians are the majority, Hungarian judges and prosecutors can seldomly be found . Think of the 

first deaths in Europe by ethnic violence in 1990. Romanian courts often pass judgments on the rights 

of the population, which cannot withstand a professional review.  

In fact, the Oradea/Nagyvárad District Court ruled in 2015 that Hungarian-speaking Romanian 

citizens do not have the rights of European citizenship in terms of language rights. This is an crystal 

clear act of discrimination. An infringement procedure is pending before the European Commission 

for this violation of Union law. Shortly after joining the European Union in 2007, Slovakia reintroduced 

the principle of collective debt of its own Hungarian-speaking citizens. In short, this means that crimes 

committed against Hungarians and Germans in a certain period are not punishable. Think of murder, 

assault, but also theft. To this day, these decrees have not been withdrawn.  

Despite a 'no' vote by the Dutch people (https://stemtegen.eu/ ), the European Union has 

concluded an association agreement with Ukraine, without guaranteeing human rights. Ukraine 

discriminates against minorities such as ethnic Hungarians, Russians and Romanians by restricting the 

free use of their languages. In this conflict since 2014, hundreds of thousands of people have already 

been displaced and thousands have died. The fact that discrimination on the grounds of ethnic origin 

is perceived to a lesser extent by members of the majority does not mean that this form of racism is 

less serious. I therefore call for balanced reporting and more attention to discrimination on the basis 

of ethnicity in our European society. After all, racism is certainly not a matter of black and white only.  
Gabor Landman 

https://stemtegen.eu/
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