
 

WITH ROMANIA AS PRESIDENT, THE EU MAKES ITSELF UNTRUSTWORTHY 

 

EU president Romania ignores the rights of minorities. This undermines the credibility of the 

European Union. As of 1 January, Romania has been the rotating president of the European Union. 

Although the country has been a full member of the EU since 2007, it has been denied entry to the 

Schengen area time and again since 2011, due to its lack of 'rule of law'. This is not surprising, because 

Romania does not have a long tradition of what characterizes the rule of law. After all, the country 

was a communist dictatorship until 1989, where the secret police – the Securitate – controlled 

everyone. The population suffered from hunger and lived in poverty.  

The transformation from dictatorship to democracy began with a sham trial. The cruel dictator 

was executed after a hearing, without being able to open up in a fair trial. Less than a year after this 

revolution, the first ethnic deaths in Europe occurred as a result of ethnic violence – not in Yugoslavia, 

but in 1990 in Tirgu Mures ( Hungarian: Marosvásárhely ), the capital of the autonomous Hungarian 

province in Romania, until it was dismantled by the dictator Ceausescu in 1960.  

Second Language  

The evil role of the Securitate in these events has never been clarified. As a condition of 

membership of the European Union and NATO, Romania ratified the Strasbourg Convention for the 

Protection of National Minorities in 1995. Hungarian was also recognized as a co-official language in 

the Romanian Constitution. On paper, everything is fine in Romania. In practice, these rights are even 

symbolically not respected. 

 Romania celebrated its centenary last December.  

However, there is no reason for celebration. At the time of the 1930 census, there were still 745,421 

Germans, 1.4 million Hungarians and 728,115 Jews living in this country. In the recent 2011 census, 

only 3271 Jews and 36,884 Germans could be counted. The ethnic Hungarians in Transylvania still live 

under tension in the country where the graves of their ancestors lie. Their constitutional language 

rights are not respected and they are structurally underrepresented in the police and civil service.  

  



 

Violating European Values  

As a member of the European Union, Romania has a duty not only to give to European 

citizenship. This is precisely where the problem lies. Millions of Romanians do enjoy their European 

civil rights in EU countries such as Great Britain, Italy and the Netherlands, but Romania ignores these 

rights for its own European citizens. This certainly applies to the European agreements on language 

rights. This undermines the credibility of the European Union.  

If the EU is unable to protect its own core values of the rule of law and citizenship in its own 

Member States, how can it successfully combat corruption or pursue a credible foreign policy? 

Romania, by betraying these core European values, plays a bad, destabilizing role in the region. In 

the neighboring countries of Moldova and Ukraine, there is a similar problem with regard to Russian 

linguistic minorities.  

As long as Romania has second-class citizens, European integration is impossible. You cannot 

make life difficult for your own historical minorities by denying their civil rights and at the same time 

upholding European citizenship in an exemplary manner. A community of values that cannot defend 

its own core values has no moral right to exist.  

Lack of democracy  

The disintegration of the European Union due to Brexit, the ignoring of the democratic will in 

the Netherlands in the Ukraine referendum and the lack of rule of law in Romania demonstrate the 

administrative inability and lack of democracy of the European Union. Romania defies the European 

Union's moral right to exist. And states that do not recognize the civil rights of their own people have 

historically not had a long life.   
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