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The first thing the Ukrainian parliament did after the Maidan revolution was to limit the rights 

of the Russian minority. Europe did not prevent this. Prime Minister Rutte gives the impression that 

the Ukraine deal does justice to the arguments of the no vote. That is certainly not the case for our 

campaign, stemtegen.eu. We called on the Dutch electorate to vote 'no' to a European Union that is 

incapable of upholding the Strasbourg Convention, to the denial of European language and human 

rights to ethnic Russians in Ukraine and Transnistria, to the forced assimilation of autonomous 

linguistic minorities in Ukraine, Moldova and Romania.  

Our foundation has been warning since 2013 about language discrimination against ethnic 

Russians in Moldova and Ukraine. In February 2014, VVD MEP Hans van Baalen, together with the 

Flemish liberal Guy Verhofstadt, travelled to Ukraine to address a crowd on maidan square. They 



 

argued that they defended European values. But they remained silent when these values were 

endangered: when the Ukrainian parliament, as the first act after the Maidan Revolution, restricted 

the language rights of ethnic Russians, Romanians and Hungarians.  

The crisis in Ukraine only escalated when Ukraine attempted to repeal the Language Law, 

which guarantees the Russian minority the right to use their language in public. Our report Treason to 

Law describes ten cases showing that EU member Romania is flouting the Strasbourg Convention with 

regard to the language rights of the Hungarian minority in that country.  

Romania even made it so absurd that it made threats against the renegade Russian-speaking 

republic of Transnistria; President Basescu openly advocated annexation, along with Moldova, to a 

Great Romanian empire. Since 2011, Romania's accession to the Schengen area has been postponed 

annually due to corruption and a lack of rule of law. How, then, can the European Union be credible 

when it says that corruption in Ukraine will be combated by an additional provision on paper  

European unity is not threatened by the Netherlands if we do not ratify this treaty, but by 

the European Union itself, which cannot enforce compliance with agreements. The Netherlands 

complies exemplarily with European language rights for its own national minority, the Frisians. Since 

the Netherlands is complying with its European oblihgations, the Netherlands also has the right to 

stand up for its own national interest: respecting a democratic election result. A 'yes' for the 

association agreement does not do justice to the result of the referendum, in which 61 percent of 

the voters – after the turnout threshold was reached – voted 'no'.  
Drs. G  Landman 

Foundation European Language Rights  
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