
 

Forbidden To Speak Hungarian  
 

In the interview with Ukrainian ambassador Maksym Kononenko, he 

quotes the Dutch Minister of Foreign Affairs Eelco van Kleffens who fled to 

England during the Second World War (ND 29 August): 'A characteristic part of 

the Dutch character is the curious sympathy for the underdog.'  

Perhaps Kononenko can also reflect on what his country is doing to 

vulnerable historical communities, such as Hungarians but also Romanians, with 

a language law that prohibits the public use of minority languages. Indicative of 

the relations that the Ukrainian government is ruining with that law is a recent 

incident that came to my attention.  

An Ukrainian refugee sent the police to two vendors in a Hungarian-

speaking municipality of Transcarpathia - which is located in western Ukraine - 

because they spoke Hungarian to each other in the store. He did so on the basis 

of the provision in the Ukrainian language law that prohibits the use of 

languages other than Ukrainian in commerce. 
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