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PRESS RELEASE  22-04-2014.  ROMANIAN POLICE PROHIBITS THE USAGE OF 

THE HUNGARIAN LANGUAGE. 

 

 The  Romanian police    demanded the citizens of  Marosvásárhely  ( Romanian  : 

Tirgu Mures ) to remove bilingual  street signs   from their houses. 

 

 Although some of these street  signs have been placed by the inhabitants themselves,  

others are still from the period in which  this city belonged to the Autonomous Hungarian 

Province. 

 

 According  to the  summation,   which has been signed by the chief of the Police  

Valentin Constantin  Bretfelean, people who don't  remove these street  signs will be 

penalized with the amount of  50.000 Ron. ( £  8063  or  €  11302  ).  The fine is based on the 

alleged   violation of construction regulations. 

 

 Till now the police  only   sent these  summation for bilingual signs, which include the 

Hungarian language.  not even one summation has been sent for monolingual signs  

 

 Romania ratified the European Charta of regional languages  as well as the Strasbourg 

treaty for the protection of national minorities in order to  become member of the European 

Union and the NATO.  This treaty protects the autonomous Hungarian language and 

encourages its usage in public. Netherlands signed this treaty for its autonomous Frisian 

minority.  

 

 

Foundation European Language Rights 

Amsterdam 22-04-2015 
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The mentioned  bilingual street signs. 
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The summation to removed the street signs within 48 hours. The police threatens with a 

penalty of 50.000, due to unauthorized construction, which is more that the average yearly 

salary. Someone on minimum wage € 217 has to work 52 months to pay this penalty.  
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Ethnic map of Transylvania. Blue is Romanian majority, Red is Hungarian majority. Press 

here for a higher resolution  
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The Hungarian Autonomous region existed till 1968. Tirgu Mures  ( Marosvásárhely ) was 

its capital. 
 

 
 


