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Language law Ukraine

Volunteer Jaap Scholten from the Protect Ukraine foundation is supplying 
millions worth of military equipment to Ukraine (RD 22-2). Scholten 
claims that he sees a lot of support for Russia in Hungary, but fails to 
mention that there is a reason for this. In Transcarpathia, located in 
western Ukraine, a Hungarian minority has lived for many years. Their 
language rights are still limited by Ukrainian language law and are not yet what 
they were before 2014.

It is extremely regrettable that EU candidate country Ukraine, with its 
discriminatory language law, does not meet the first criterion of the 
Copenhagen Criteria. These criteria, established in June 1993, include a 
number of conditions that, according to the European Council, non-EU 
countries must meet in order to be eligible for membership of the European 
Union. The first criterion unequivocally requires that an EU candidate 
country guarantee respect for and protection of minorities.

How can you expect Hungarians to support a country that denies the identity of 
a minority and has adopted an absurd, un-European language law? 
According to Article 30 of this language law, a mother in a Hungarian 
village in Ukraine is prohibited from speaking Hungarian with her child 
in the village shop...

The vulnerable Hungarian minority has been reduced to collateral damage 
in the conflict with Russia by Ukraine's exaggerated chauvinism. This is 
despite a letter to the UN calling on Ukraine to respect the rights of its 
minorities.

Drs. G. Landman, chair of the Language Rights Foundation, Amsterdam
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